
 
USE OF CHEAM LAWN TENNIS CLUB’S COURTS 
 
1. AVAILABILITY OF COURTS  
 
In general terms, the Club’s 5 tennis courts may be used at any time between 8am and 10pm. 
The courts are not available for personal use however when they have been pre-booked for any 
of the particular uses below:  
 
Club Social Tennis Sessions  
 
These take place at the following times and cover all 5 courts:  
Saturdays from 2 - 5.30pm  
Wednesdays from 6.30 - 10pm (note: court 5 is from 7pm onwards)  
Mondays from 9:30 am (courts 1 to 4) 
Fridays from 1:30 pm 
 
See Court Schedule page on the Cheam LTC website for more information. 
 
Coaching Sessions  
 
For details of which courts are pre-booked for coaching by Amit & Shaun please refer to the 
Court Schedule that is in the Hut, the club website and to emails that are sent periodically by the 
Club Secretary. Our coaches are amenable to change and if they do not need a court will allow 
you the use of it, please approach them in a respectful manner at an appropriate time to ask if 
the court is available, trying to force their hand is unacceptable. 
 
Club Team Matches  
 
These usually take place from 10am-2pm on Sundays and may involve courts 1-2 and/or 4-5 
being used. Details of these matches can be found on the Captain’s Area page on the Club’s 
website.  
 
Club Tournament Matches  
 
When a Club Tournament is in progress eg Higgins, Handicap, and the Annual Tournament, 
booking sheets are made available in the Hut so that people can pre-book courts to be sure they 
will be able to play their match at a pre-arranged time. These booking sheets are for 
tournament matches only. Tournament matches must not be played during club time on 
Wednesday evenings or Saturday afternoons.  
 
External Tournaments  
 
eg Aegon, LTA. These occur infrequently and advance notice will be sent out via the Club 
Secretary/Team captains and details can also be found on the Club website.  
 
Junior Club Time  
 
Juniors have priority on all courts on a Saturday until the Club social tennis session starts at 2pm. 
Adults can play from 1pm only if there are free courts. If you do have to ask a junior to vacate a 
court please be courteous, they may not be aware that adults have priority. Please do not ask a 



junior to move if there are other free courts available, unless you have specifically booked them 
for a match.  
 
 
2. USE OF COURTS – FOR DIFFERENT MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES  
 
Full Members  
 
Full members may play at any time on any court subject to the courts being available. NB see 
above re junior club time.  
 
Weekday  
 
Weekday members may play between 8am and 5pm Mondays through to Fridays, subject to the 
courts being available. They may also play during Club social sessions on Wednesdays from 
6.30pm.  
 
Juniors  
 
Juniors have access to the courts if they are available but they must give way to any adult 
member who wants a court after 5.30pm during the week and from 2pm on a Saturday and 
anytime on a Sunday. However, on a Sunday afternoon, juniors cannot be asked to leave a court 
if they are playing with an adult full/intermediate member. If you need a junior to give way to 
you as an adult on court, please ask politely from off of the court and wait for the junior to exit 
before making your way onto the court. 
 
Exceptions to this general rule are Amit & Shaun's coaching groups and Junior Aegon matches.  
Juniors have priority on all courts on a Saturday until club time starts at 2pm. Adults can play 
from 1pm only if there are free courts.  
 
3. CLUB SOCIAL TENNIS SESSIONS – POLICY AND GUIDELINES  
 
Purpose  
 
The purpose of the Club's social tennis sessions is to enable people to play friendly sets of tennis 
and to socialise with other members of the club. During club social tennis sessions anyone 
wishing to use the courts must be prepared to mix in and play tennis with any other members 
who are available to play.  
 
Participation  
 
Participation in the sessions is open to all Full club members.  Weekday members may 
participate in the Wednesday sessions. 
 
Selected junior members may also be invited to participate by the Club Chairman, as approved 
by the Club Committee.  
 
Everyone who is eligible to participate should have their own individual name tag.  
 
Playing Sequence  
 



When members arrive they should place their name tag on the board to show they are available 
to play.  
 
Players may go straight onto court when they arrive if there is one where less than 4 people are 
playing and no one else is waiting to play.  
 
Once all courts are taken up with 4 people playing, members should place their name tag in the 
'waiting to go on' section of the board.  
When a court becomes available, the person at the front of the board can pick any 4 players 
from the top line (8 names), ideally not choosing the same 4 that might have played previously. 
Put the chosen 4 on the right hand side of the board. Please be considerate when picking a “4” 
ie try to keep the four balanced – remember this is social tennis. Also be considerate of people 
who have been waiting for a long time – do not pick someone who has just come off court over 
people who have been waiting.  
 
The remaining players in the waiting section are then all moved forward towards the head of 
the queue.  
 
If someone declines to play in a set their name tag should be moved to the back of the queue. If 
you have to stop or withdraw from playing for any reason eg pop into the Village, or stop for a 
cup of tea etc you should take your name off the board and then place it at the back of the 
waiting to go on queue only when you are ready to resume playing.  
 
Sets are played using a normal score – if you reach 5-5 one more game is played. When players 
finish and leave the court the name tags should be moved back on to the main board with the 
names of the winning pair being put ahead of the losing pair. If no one is waiting and it is likely 
that four more people will finish soon then you should refrain from starting a new set with the 
same 4 players so that the players can be mixed in when there are 8 people to choose from.  
 
If you see someone you don’t recognise please introduce yourself and make an effort to ensure 
that they are included in balanced sets and are aware how the system works. Any potential new 
member will need to use a visitor’s name tag.  
 
Line calls are entirely the responsibility of the pair that is on the side of the court where the ball 
landed. If both players on the other side of the court feel that a wrong line call has been made 
they may ask the opposing pair to consider playing the point again. However it is entirely up to 
the pair who made the original call whether they choose to replay the point.  
 
All players are expected to behave at all times in a polite and courteous manner. Un-sportsman 
like behaviour will not be tolerated and should be reported to a committee member or head 
coach as soon as possible.  
 
When you have finished playing you should remove your name tag from the board.  
If you are the last to leave the courts please collect all the balls and place them in the ball cradle 
in the hut. Also please ensure that all the courts, the hut and the gate to the tennis car park are 
locked even if there may still be tennis members in the bar.  
 
During Busy Periods  
 
In the event that the session is exceptionally busy and there are more than 8 people waiting you 
should expect to play sudden death on the first deuce. When this applies the receiving pair 



chooses who will receive – however, please try and make it fair, ie a man should serve to a man 
and a woman to a woman – remember this is social tennis, not a competition! If there are 16 or 
more people waiting to play then the number of games to be played will be restricted to 7 
games but without sudden death deuce being applied.  
 
When it is appropriate to play sudden death deuce or 7 games only this will usually be 
communicated by a committee member and when this occurs the changes should be adopted 
with immediate effect. A committee member will also usually advise when the restrictions can 
be lifted.  
 
Supply of Balls  
 
Balls are provided for club time use – please try and find them if you hit them into hedges or the 
car park!  
 
4. USE OF FLOODLIGHTS  
 
Courts may be pre-booked for floodlight use from October - March if they are not otherwise 
required for the uses listed above in Section 1.  
 
Four weekly sheets will be placed in the hut on the first Sunday of the month. If you wish to 
reserve a court you should write your name in the relevant space. The courts can be reserved 
from 5.30 to 7pm, 7 to 8.30pm and then 8.30 to 10pm. You can only book a court for a 
maximum of 1. 5 hours. If you have booked a court and then can't make use of the court for any 
reason you should go down to the club and cross your name off so that someone else can use 
the court - this is especially relevant on Friday evenings which are very busy. If you can't get to 
the club then please let Amit know as he is at the club every day, apart from Sunday so that he 
can amend the booking for you.  
 
Any courts that have "Provisional Coaching" against them mean that Amit may not need the 
court but he won't know until his lesson starts. If you would like to play on one of these courts 
please check with him first.  
 
Each Floodlight token lasts 45 mins. These are available for purchase at the CSC bar – an 
envelope costs £8 and contains two tokens. The floodlights must go off at 10pm. Please do not 
ask the tennis coaches to turn the lights on.  
 
5. SPECTATORS 
 
Spectators are welcome at publicised events such as club tournaments, team matches or where 
an individual has invited/welcomed you to watch a match. In regards to watching 
training/coaching sessions this should be checked with the coach as to whether this is okay. 
Where juniors are concerned, adults should not be casually coming along to coaching sessions, 
unless asked to by the coach, you are a parent of a child present at the club or as an adult that is 
there to participate in their own activity of a coaching session or match. Once you have finished 
your session or match, idle watching of juniors is not acceptable.  
 
If children are visiting the club or present at events such as junior team matches or open days 
we wholeheartedly encourage praise and encouragement. However, it is at the discretion of the 
tournament organiser, welfare officer, coach or captain present as to whether you are allowed 
to engage directly with opposing teams or juniors present. Our club stance is: unless you are 



present in an official/voluntary capacity, you should refrain from direct interaction with juniors, 
whether that be verbally or physically. If a tournament organiser, welfare officer, coach or the 
officiating captain deems what you are doing as inappropriate, please listen to their council and 
respect their decision. These guidelines are in accordance with the latest safeguarding 
guidelines and here to protect our junior members. 
 
Spectators are welcome to watch from anywhere at the club apart from the gangway between 
the grass courts (1,2 & 3) and directly behind court 3. When moving around the club please pay 
attention to when people are playing matches, if someone is mid point or about to serve please 
do not walk behind the court, this can be highly distracting for players. All mobile phones should 
be on silent and camera’s should have the flash turned off when spectating a match, this is so 
players are not distracted as this could potentially cause harm. 
 
6. VOLUNTEERS 
 
At the club we greatly encourage people to volunteer, whether this is with a working party, 
umpiring, social events, tournaments and much more. We would advise suitable clothing is 
worn for the activity you are taking part in, along with a duty of care to yourself, those around 
you and the facilities. If you wish to volunteer you need to let the relevant coach or event 
organiser know you wish to volunteer and they will decide if you are required or not. If you turn 
up on the day and have not spoken to the relevant people and the volunteering involves 
children, unfortunately you will be turned away by those in charge of the activity. If the activity 
you are helping out with directly involves children, you need to have a valid DBS certificate, 
unless you are under 18. If you are going to be on court with the children you need to have been 
directly asked to help on court by a coach or have an active coaching qualification. It is not 
acceptable to come onto court and begin mucking in without being asked. 
  
7. CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR  
 
While the Club does not have an all white clothing rule, suitable sports attire for tennis must be 
worn eg shorts, tennis skirts/dresses, tracksuits or sweatshirts. Flat soled tennis shoes must be 
worn, not ribbed/studded trainers to avoid damage to the courts.  
 
8. FOOD AND DRINK  
 
No chewing gum or hot drinks on court. Please clear the courts of any rubbish when you leave – 

there are plenty of bins around. 


